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and openly prove and demonstrate ; in which the most 
distinguished prelates, the most illustrious colleges of the 
Canons, and the religious establishments, among whom 
is the renowned, order of preaching Friars, have, with 
rivalry, solicited that in the sacred liturgy, especially in 
the preface of the Mass of the conception of the most 
Blessed Virgin, it should be lawful to openly and pub- 
licly pronounce and add that word 'Immaculate.' To 
which petitions it was agreed, with the utmost readiness, 
by our predecessor and ourselves. It has also come to 
pass, venerable brethren, that very many of your own 
order have not ceased to address your letters to our pre- 
decessor and to us, in which they have sought, with re- 
peated petitions and redoubled desires, that we should 
be willing to define, as a doctrine of the Catholic Church, 
that the conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary was 
altogether immaculate and wholly free from all stain of 
original sin. Kor, indeed, were there wanting, even in 
this our age, men excelling in capacity, virtue, piety, 
doctrine, who, by their learned and laborious writings of 
this kind, have so illustrated this subject, and most pious 
opinion, that many persons wonder why this honour has 
not yet been decreed to the most Holy Virgin by the 
Church and theApostolic See : which (honour) the com- 
mon piety of the faithful so much desires should be at- 
tributed to that Virgin, by the 6olemn judgment and 
authority of that same Church and See. Indeed, wishes 
of this kind have been most pleasing and agreeable to 
ns, who, even from our most tender years, have held 
nothing preferable, nothing more dear than to worship 
the most Blessed Virgin Mary with a singular piety 
and service, and with the most inward affection of our 
heart, and to perform those things which appear to be 
able to conduce to the greater glory of the Virgin her- 
self, and to procure her praise, and to promote her wor- 
ship. Wherefore, even from the very beginning of our 
pontificate, we seriously directed our cares and thoughts, 
even with the greatest alacrity, towards an affair of so great 
importance, and have not omitted to offer our most 
humble and fervent prayers to the best and greatest God, 
that he may be willing to illuminate our mind with the 
light of his celestial grace, by which we may be able to 
learn what should be done by us in this affair. We also 
endeavour to remain in this hope most strongly, that 
the Blessed Virgin, ' who has raised the highest pitch 
of merit above all quires of angels, even to the throne 
of God,' and who has crushed under the foot of her 
virtue the head of the old serpent, who, 'placed 
between Christ and his church' and altogether great 
and full of graces, has always rescued the Christian 
people from the greatest calamities whatsoever, and 
from the snares and assaults of all enemies, and has 
saved them from perishing, commisserating with that 
most ample affection of her maternal mind, with which 
she is accustomed, our most sad and mournful vicissi- 
tudes and most bitter necessities, labours, and distresses, 
will be willing, with her most present, and also her most 
powerful patronage with God, to turn away the scourge 
of divine anger with which we are afflicted on account 
of our sins, and to restrain and dissipate the mo3t tur- 
bulent storms of evils by which, with incredible grief 
to our mind, the Church is everywhere tossed, and to 
convert our grief into joy. For you know full well, 
venerable brethren, that all ground of our confidence is 
placed in the most holy Virgin, since God ' has placed 
the fulness of all good in Mary, so that, if there be any 
hope in us, if any grace, if any salvation, we may know 
that it flows from her . . . because such 
is the will of him who wills that we should have all 
through Mary." 

_ "Hence, we have chosen same ecclesiastical men, dis- 
tinguished for their piety, and well versed in theological 
study, and some of our venerable brethren, cardinals of 
the Roman Church, illustrious for their virtue, religion, 
counsel, prudence, and knowledge of divine things, 
and we have committed to them that, according to their 
prudence and learning, they should take care to exa- 
mine on every side this most grave subject, and then 
report to us their opinion with all diligence. But while 
the matter stands in this position, we have resolved to 
follow the illustrious footsteps of our predecessors, and 
to emulate their example. 

" Wherefore, we write these letters to you, venerable 
brethren, in which we by all means excite yonr distin- 
guished piety and episcopal care ; and again and again, 
we enjoin you, that each of you, according to his judg- 
ment and prudence, will take care that public prayers 
should be appointed and performed in his own diocess, 
by which means the most merciful Father of lights may 
think fit to pour out upon us of the heavenly light of 
his Divine Spirit, to breathe on us of his inspiration, that 
in matter of so great importance, we may be able to 
embrace that counsel which may pertain as well to the 
greater glory of his holy name, as to the greater praise 
of the most Blessed Virgin, as well as to the greater 
good of the Church militant. But we earnestly desire, 
that with the greatest speed with which it can be done, 
you will signify to us with what devotion your 
clergy and faithful people are animated towards the 
conception of the immaculate Virgin, and with what de- 
sire they are inflamed, that a matter of this kind should 
be determined by the Holy See ; and especially we de- 
sire to know what you, yourselves, venerable brethren, 



think of this matter, according to your distinguished 
wisdom, and what you wish. And, since we have now 
conceded to the Roman clergy, that they may be able to 
recite the proper canonical hours of the conception of 
the most Blessed Virgin, recently composed and pub- 
lished, in place of that which is contained in the ordi- 
nary Breviary : therefore, by these letters, we give you 
power, venerable brethren, that, if it so please you, the 
whole clergy of your diocess may be able, freely and 
carefully, to use those canonical hours of the conception 
of the most holy Virgin, which the Roman clergy now 
uses, without your being obliged to ask liberty from us, 
or our Congregation of Sacred Rites. 

"We do not doubt, venerable brethren, but that, ac- 
cording to your singular piety towards the most holy 
Virgin Mary, you will rejoice to comply with these our 
desires, with all care and zeal, and that you will hasten 
to give us the speedy reply which we ask of you. In 
the meanwhile receive, as a pledge of all heavenly gifts, 
and especially of our benevolence towards you, the 
apostolic benediction, which, from the bottom of our 
heart, we bestow on you, venerable brethren, and on all 
the clergy and faithful people committed to your care. 

"Given at Cajeta, this second day of February, in 
the year 1849, the third year of our Pontificate." 

We place this letter on record in our pages, with a 
deepening sense of the responsibility of our undertaking. 
We feel that there is a contrast, a painful one, between 
this letter and all those letters which the Apostles 
wrote to the Churches. We are aware that many 
Roman Catholics deny that they worship the Blessed 
Virgin. We believe that such persons must feel hurt 
or shocked at hearing the head of the Roman Church 
avow, that his first object is to promote her worship. 

One object, at least, might stand before it namely, to 

promote and extend the worship of the Lord himself. 
We painfully feel the total omission of the name of 
Christ from this important letter, except in one place, 
which only makes the omission more striking. 

These thoughts, we believe, will find a place in the 
minds of many Roman Catholics, jealous as all men 
ought to be for the honour and the purity of their 
Church. 

Bat we cannot shut our eyes to the existence of this 
letter; and considered it must be. We shall return to it 
again, and we invite our readers to preserve this num- 
ber of The Layman, that they may be able to refer to 
the Pope's letter when necessary. 



TO COEEESPONDENTS. 

All tellers to be addressed to the Editor, 9, Upper Sackville- 
street. 

No anonymous letter can be attended to. ivltatever is sent for 
insertion must be authenticated by the name and address 0} the 
writer, not necessarily for publication, but as a guarantee foi his 
good faith. 

As the expense of the publication is necessarily heavy, prompt 
Subscriptions are earnestly solicited. 

The press of important matter in this opening number has obliged 
ns, reluctantly, from want of space, to omit several highly interest- 
ing contributions of a lively character, which ice hope, however, to 
be able to lay before our readers in our next number. 

Contributors will be good enough not to consider thai theii com- 
munications have been disapproved of, or will not be ullimattlg in- 
serted, because they do not appcat immediately in our pages. The 
nature of our undertaking will afford an olviotcs explanation why 
delay may, sometimes, be unavoidable. 
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The time is come when the laity must think 
more than they have done. For good, or for 
evil — whether they wish it, or whether they do 
not — it is inevitable that the laity must think, 
and think deeply. 

Many causes unite to create this necessity of 
thinking. 

The National and other Schools of Ireland 
are now educating the people to exercise their 
minds. Formerly, to read and write was educa- 
tion ; but now "education" is to acquire a power 
of thinking. 

The Queen's Colleges are opening out to the 
middle classes a new field of intellectual educa- 
tion, with all the advantages that attend on in- 
tellectual power. 



And if Irishmen now possess the means of 

attaining to the great source of all human power 

the power of a rational mind — they are also 
under a necessity which impels them to attain to 
it True-hearted Irishmen have before them a 
mighty task. They have to raise a prostrate 
country. No people have ever done this without 
exercising and cultivating the power of thought ; 
for the mind is the source of man's power over 
the material world. To accomplish their great 
task, Irishmen must and will become energetic 
in thought and action. This has ever been°the 
source and the instrument of national prosperity. 
Men who do not think, will not act effectively ; 
men of action are ever men of thought. 

It is the most striking character of human 
thought, that when once aroused to activity it 
grasps the greatest and noblest objects; as it 
ascends, it sees still greater objects arise before 
it, and it grasps them too. The things relating 
to the immortal spirit, which man feels within 
him : his present and his future intercourse with 
God ; this is the highest aim of human thought. 
When once awakened to activity, it will, it must 
proceed to this great end. The spirit must re- 
turn to God who gave it, and it will aim at under- 
standing him, and the way to find him. Those 
who learn to think will, therefore, find them- 
selves thinking about religion. 

This consequence of learning to think is not 
a future thing ; it is present with us now. 

We see what numbers on both sides have 
changed their religion. Now, it is not every one 
who thinks about religion, that goes on to change 
it. Such multitudes of changers in religion do, 
therefore, prove that there are vast multitudes 
who are thinking about religion ; and who can 
help thinking about it, when he considers all 
this ? This is the state of things : we have not 
made it ; we only seek to meet it. 

We believe that this state of things, if it be 
full of hope, is also full of danger. It is no light 
thing for a man to begin to think about doctrines 
which he has formerly held without thought. 
On the one hand, we may hope much if he 
think about it rightly ; we may hope that, as he 
understands religion more, he will practise it 
better. If religion be true, the more we exa- 
mine it, the more firmly he will believe it, the more 
earnestly he will practise it. And this holds- 
out a hope, not only for the man, but for Ireland. 
Drunkards, swearers, thieves, idlers, are curses 
to Ireland, and will never help to raise her. Keli- 
gion teaches men to be sober, honest, indus- 
trious ; these men are the strength of a nation. 
And they have a promise from God, for « Godli- 
ness is profitable to all things, having promise of 
the. life that now is, and of that which is to 
come. A faithful saying, and worthy of accepta- 
tion." Let Ireland but lay hold on this promise 
in her hour of need, and her mourning will be 
turned into joy. 

On the other hand, to think rashly or wrongly 
endangers faith, and may lead to infidelity. 

Our object is to aid the laity in regulating 
and controlling that thinking about religion 
which is now inevitable — which is actually going 
on this moment ; to suggest right methods of 
thinking, and to supply sound materials . 

It is not our object to usurp, or to interfere 
with the office of the clergy. We reverence 
that office as an institution of God. But if the 
laity do learn to think at all (and who will say 
that the laity should be irrational creatures ?) 
the laity must also learn to regulate and control 
their thoughts. The clergy cannot do this for 
the laity, any more than they can think for the 
laity. God did not make the laity for the clergy, 
but he made the clergy for the laity ; and this 
must never be forgotten, in considering the rela- 
tion in which they stand to each other. The 
clergy have an important office to instruct the 
laity ; but the time is past when the clergy can 
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think for the laity, or take the sole control and 
regulation of their thoughts. 

The laity need a lay organ, a voice of their 
own, to express their thoughts, and their feel- 
ings, and their wants. And this organ- should 
be ever open to the clergy, to instruct and direct 
the laity by reason and learning. 

To supply this great want, we establish our 
journal. We invite the laity to make it truly 
effectual, by letters, addressed to us, expressing 
their wants and their difficulties ; to such letters 
we shall give a ready insertion. We place our 
pages at the disposal of the clergy, to give such 
direction and instruction to the laity as they may 
deem proper. 

For ourselves, we shall act with the utmost 
caution and reverence, and shall be ever open to 
conviction. That which is Catholic, we shall 
never question, nor suffer to be questioned in 
our pages. 

We believe that to be Catholic which Christ 
and his Apostles revealed to the world : and, 
concerning the tradition of the Catholic Church, 
whatever she has handed down to us from the 
beginning, concerning Catholic faith, that we 
shall ever respect. 

What we ourselves shall produce as materials 
for thought, shall be taken, with the utmost care, 
from the most approved authors, from the ancient 
histories of the church, especially of the Irish 
Church, from the noblest actions and sayings of 
the Catholic Fathers, from the memorials of the 
martyrs. This number gives a worthy instance 
from St. Columbanus, one of the oldest and 
holiest of the Irish saints. 

The subjects on which laymen are now espe- 
cially bound to think, we shall take from un- 
questionable authorities. Our present number 
gives a letter from the present Pope, in which 
he expresses his desire to know the sentiments of 
the laity on an important question. 

Our task is grave and important, and we enter 
on it with feelings of its solemn responsibility; 
and may we find favour with God and man, as 
we shall seek to perform it faithfully, fearlessly , 
and reverentially. 



INFALLIBILITY. 

The essay which follows is not new in substance, 
though now presented in a somewhat modified and sim- 
plified form to our readers. We select it, not merely as 
coming from the pen of one of the ablest prelates of the 
Established Church, but as having been selected by 
some of the most celebrated controversialists of the pre- 
sent day, in the Church of Borne, as a treatise worthy 
of reply, which reply we purpose also to give in a future 
number. None, we think, can complain of the temper 
and spirit in which the Archbishop of Dublin's essay is 
written, or of want of interest in the all-important sub- 
ject of which it treats. If there be really an infallible 
guide to heaven, all must admit that it is error unto death 
to refuse to accept its guidance : while, on the other 
hand, to accept as infallible a guide not really so, must 
be equally fatal to those who trust to it. If God has 
given us such a guide, he, doubtless, did so also to the 
primitive Church of Christ and his Apostles ; and to 
the sacred records, therefore, both sides must ultimately 
appeal to decide this momentous question ; and it is 
not to be decided oneway or the other by man 's wishes or o 
priori expectations. We regret that the whole of this 
important essay is too long to be given at once in our 
present number : — 

THE SEARCH AFTER INFALLIBILITY 

In the Apostle Paul's farewell address to the elders 
[clergy] of Ephesus and Miletus, he gives them a very 
solemn warning, saying, " I know this, that after my 
departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not 
sparing the flock. Also of your own selves shall men 
arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples 
after them. Therefore watch, and remember, that by the 
space of three years, I ceased not to warn every one, 
night and day, with tears."— Acts xx. 29, 30. 31. 

And it is to be observed 

I. That what he here says, is of a piece with much 



that we find in several of his epistles or letters. In his 
Epistles to the Corinthians, especially the Second, he 
warns them against " false apostles, deceitful workers, 
transforming themselves into Apostles of Christ, and 
ministers of righteousness;" even as " Satan himself 
transforms himself into an angel of light" — men seek- 
ing to disparage Paul's apostolic authority, and to: in- 
troduce doctrines opposed to his. "There must be," 
says he, " heresies among you, that they which are ap- 
proved may be made manifest among you." — 1 Cor. xi. 
19. The Epistle to the Galatians, again, is almost made 
up of similar cautions. The Philippians also are warned 
[chap. iii.J in like manner, to be on their guard against 
teachers who corrupted the Gospel. Cautions of the 
same kind are addressed to almost all the other churches 
to which he wrote ; and both Timothy and Titus are 
earnestly and repeatedly exhorted to watch against the 
inroads of these corruptions. 

The Apostle Peter also cautions the disciples against 
those " unlearned and unstable" persons, who "wrest," 
he tells them, " the Scripture to their own destruction." 
The Apostle John, again, in his Epistles, is chiefly 
occupied in warning his hearers against those false pro- 
phets— those "wolves in sheep's clothing" — of whom 
his Master had prophesied, and bid his disciples beware 
And here we find Paul, in his farewell address to the 
elders, earnestly urging again the solemn warning of 
this danger, which he tells them he had been continu- 
ally repeating for three years. "From among them- 
selves," he tells them — " from the very bosom of their 
own Church" — men will arise teaching perverted doc- 
trines, "to draw away [thej disciples after themselves." 
Now, it might seem wonderful, or even incredible, if 
we had not these accounts in the Bible, that any such 
thing should have taken place ; that in the very times 
of the Apostles themselves, whose authority from 
heaven was proved by their miraculous powers, any 
false teachers should have not only arisen, but should 
have gained a hearing, and been able to draw away the 
disciples by pretending to an authority equal or supe- 
rior to that of the real Apostles. And if we had not 
providentially possessed these accounts of the early 
dangers of the Church, we might have been altogether 
disheartened at the view of the various errors intro- 
duced into later times by men of high pretensions as 
religious teachers. We might have felt as if God had 
forsaken his Church when he withdrew from it the 
guidance of the inspired Apostles, and left Christians 
to find their safety in watchful, and careful, and honest 
examination of every doctrine taught. But, as it is, 
we see that, from the very first, this care and watch- 
fulness were indispensably necessary to guard against 
the danger of false teachers introducing corruptions of 
the true Gospel: that even then Christians were re- 
quired to be on their guard against the grievous wolves 
in sheep's clothing, who would enter in, not sparing the 
flock. 

We ought not, therefore, either to wonder or be 
disheartened at finding Christians in all ages since, ex- 
posed to the same dangers, and called on to exercise the 
same watchfulness, as in the very times of the Apostles 
themselves. 

II. The second thing to be observed, is the way in 
which Paul tells his hearers to provide against the 
danger. 

Does he promise them that the primitive or early 
Church shall be safe from it ? that no inroads of error 
will take place for the first three or four hundred years ? 
On the contrary, he speaks of the danger as close at 
hand. 

Or does he tell them that they will find their safety 
in apostolical succession ? that it is miraculously pro- 
vided that no teacher shall ever mislead them, who'has 
but been regularly ordained by himself, or by those ap- 
pointed by him to succeed him in the office of ordaining? 
On the contrary, he warns the elders that even from 
the midst of their own body — of their own selves — 
will arise men teaching a perverted Gospel, to draw away 
the disciples after them. 

Or again, does he tell them that when any point of 
doubt and difficulty arises, they are to find safety in 
applying to Peter and to those who shall be divinely 
appointed from time to time as his successors and re- 
presentatives, for decisions and directions that cannot 
be wrong? Not a word is said of any Apostle but 
himself; or of any one who should succeed him in the 
apostolic office. To himself, during his life, they would 
naturally apply by letter, if opportunity offered, for 
directions in any case of doubt that might arise. But 
not even any Apostle — much less any successor of an 
Apostle — is mentioned by Paul as the infallible guide, 
whom, after his own death, they were to consult. 

Or, does he bid them resort to some central Church — 
whether at Jerusalem, or at Rome, or at Byzantium — 
and seek there for infallible guidance ? 

Or, does he direct them to summon a general council, 
or assembly of all Christians, and refer every question 
that may arise to the decision of a majority of its votes ; 
with a full assurance that these should be so supernatu- 
rally overruled by the Holy Spirit as to secure them from 
the possibility of mistake ? 

No : he makes no allusion whatever to any other 
Church or prelate ; to any successor of Peter or of the 



other Apostles; or to any infallible council, as their 
guide. But he tells them to take heed to them- 
selves, and to the flock they are set over; he tells 
them to "watch;" and he exhorts them to remember 
his own earnest warnings to them. 
Now, if there had been provided by the Most High 

any such safeguard as has been alluded to if Paul had 

known of any order of men, any bishop or archbishop,, 
any particular Church, or general council, designed by 
Providence as an infallible guide, and a sure remedy 
against errors and corruptions, would he not have been 
sure, on such an occasion as this, to give notice of it ? If, 
when he foresaw the peril of the Church, like that of a ship 
in a dangerous storm, he had known of a safe port, just 
at hand, and easily entered, is it to be believed that he 
would have never alluded to it, but have left his hearers 
exposed to the storms ? Would he have been, in that case,, 
"pure" — as he declares he was — "from the blood of all 
men ?" Can any one seriously think, that against the 
dangers which he had been warning them of, and weep- 
ing over, for three years, he knew of a complete safe- 
guard, and yet was so wanting in his duty— so careless 
of their well-being— as never to make the slightest men- 
tion of anything of the kind ? To suppose this would be- 
to suppose him destitute not only of all faithfulness in 
his high office, but of common prudence and good sense. 
But it may be said, have we not in the Bible the pro- 
mise of the Lord Jesus to his Apostles and all his true 
ministers, " Lo! lam with you always, even unto the 
end of the world ?" Is not that a promise that he will 
always give them an infallible guide ? 

With respect to the meaning of that promise, one thing 
at any rate must be perfectly plain, that it could not refer 
to anything cither unknown to Paul, or kept back by him 
from his hearers. We cannot for a moment think that the 
Saviour, if he had provided such an infallible guide as we 
have been describing, would have left his faithful and, 
inspired servant, Paul, ignorant of it ; especially at so im- 
portant a time. And we have the Apostle's own solemn 
assurance to the ministers whom he was addressing on 
that occasion, that he had not kept back anything of all 
that he knew that it was for their benefit to learn ; and 
this was no less than the whole counsel and design of 
God. " I take you to record this day that I am pure 
from the blood of all men. For I have not shunned to 
declare unto you all the counsel of God. Take heed 
therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the 
which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed 
the Church of God, which he hath purchased with his 
own blood. For I know this, that after my departing 
shall grievouB wolves enter in among you, not sparing 
the flock. Also of your own selves shall men arise, 
speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after 
them. Therefore watch, and remember, that by the 
space of three years I ceased not to warn every one,, 
night and day, with tears." From all this we may 
learn, among other things, how great is the mistake of 
those who are satisfied if they can trace up to a very 
early period— to what they call the primitive Church — 
some doctrine or practice not found in God's Holy 
Word ; and they consider this as showing God's appro- 
bation of what may have been, after all, one of the 
"perverse things" introduced by false teachers, and 
against which Paul so earnestly warned the elders. 

III. The third point to be observed is, that the ex- 
posure of Christians to these dangers, and the call upon 
them, both ministers and laity, for the continued ex- 
ercise of watchful caution, is far from appearing to be 
either what we would wish, or what we would think 
probable in a revelation from God. It is opposed both 
to men's feelings and to their expectations. 

To examine again and again — to think and consider 
— to hesitate and to make up one's mind cautiously — to 
be always ready to hear anything fair that can be 
said — and to acknowledge that, after all, we may be 
mistaken; all this is, on many accounts, contrary to 
men's natural inclinations. Some have no confidence 
in their own judgment, and are therefore afraid of being 
left in any way to its guidance ; some are so proud that 
they cannot bear to acknowledge themselves in doubt or 
uncertainty ; some are so indolent, that they do not like 
the trouble of thinking and deciding; some wish to- 
escape the anxious cares connected with such a state, 
and cannot bear to be in the least degree of un- 
certainty. And hence there is a strong prejudice or 
feeling beforehand, in favour of any system which pro- 
mises to put an end to the work of inquiry at once and 
for ever, and to relieve us from all embarrassing doubt 
and uncomfortable self-distrust. And this is done, 
either by setting forth the authority of an infallible 
Church, which is to mark out, on every point, what we 
are to believe and to do ; thus relieving us from all 
trouble and anxiety, and from all necessity of acting on 
the Apostle's warning to " take heed to ourselves :" or, 
again, by putting in place of such a Church immediate 
inspiration from heaven, whether bestowed on each in- 
dividual who belongs to a certain sect or party, or on 
some highly-gifted leader, who will communicate to his. 
followers the messages he receives from heaven. Widely 
different, in many points, as these sects, and parties, and 
churches are from each other, they all agree in the one 
fundamental point just noticed. They all address them- 
selves to that powerful principle in human nature 



